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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal King, You are great and mar-
velous. You alone are God. Without
Your wondrous deeds, our Nation and
planet could not survive. You continue
to perform wonders on our behalf, res-
cuing us from ourselves.

Lord, inspire our lawmakers to ac-
knowledge Your sovereignty. Teach
them Your precepts so that they may
walk in Your truth, experiencing the
reverential awe that comes from Your
presence. Provide wisdom and knowl-
edge to our legislative leaders, bring-
ing stability to our land.

Sovereign God, Ruler of all nature,
You alone will we worship, for You
keep us on the path of wisdom.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Senate

REMEMBERING OFFICER
CHESTNUT AND
JOHN GIBSON

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I begin this morning by remembering
two heroes and the events that claimed
their lives 20 years ago today, right
here in the Capitol.

On July 24, 1998, U.S. Capitol Police
Officer Jacob Chestnut and Detective
John Gibson made the ultimate sac-
rifice in defense of American democ-
racy. By doing their duty, these heroes
helped cut short an act of brutal vio-
lence that could have claimed many
more lives. That same week, Officer
Chestnut and Detective Gibson lay in
honor in the Capitol Rotunda, and an
entire Nation paid its respects.

I imagine 20 years have not made this
senseless violence any easier to bear
for the families these men left behind
or for their brothers and sisters in the
Capitol Police. Yet, as we remember
their bravery, a triumphant example
endures of selfless service and fearless
heroism—of two men who embodied the
values that keep this building and our
Nation standing safe and sound.

Today, we honor Detective Gibson
and Officer Chestnut. We renew our
condolences to their families. We rec-
ognize the depth of our gratitude for
them and for everyone who puts on the
uniform and steps into harm’s way
every single day.

———
APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
now, on an entirely different matter,
yesterday, the Senate began consid-
ering our next set of appropriations
measures for fiscal year 2019.

Chairman SHELBY and Ranking Mem-
ber LEAHY have led an exemplary bi-
partisan process through subcommittee
and full committee work. Yesterday,
that same bipartisan spirit was here on
the floor when we were able to proceed
to these measures by consent. Let’s
keep up that productive and coopera-
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tive spirit so we can achieve the goal
we all share—completing a regular ap-
propriations process and avoiding an-
other omnibus.

The measures before us encompass
agriculture, interior and the environ-
ment, transportation and housing, and
financial services and general govern-
ment. They would deliver real re-
sources to help American communities
face real challenges—challenges like
clearing the backlog of infrastructure
needs that are holding back rural
America and challenges like fighting
the opioid epidemic that threatens
families and communities.

Among the many, many things this
legislation would accomplish, it meets
these two challenges head on. It deliv-
ers nearly one-half billion dollars in
loans and grant funding for rural
broadband. It supplies $400 million to
accelerate the delivery of water and
waste infrastructure projects across
rural America. It would also deliver
more assistance to all of the areas of
our country that are living under the
long shadow of the opioid crisis—tens
of millions to help the FDA crack down
on the spread of illicit drugs and to im-
prove care in rural communities
through distance learning and tele-
medicine.

These are just a few of the important
provisions in these bills. I look forward
to considering them this week. I hope
we will have a robust amendment proc-
ess, and then, with bipartisan coopera-
tion, we can take these next steps to-
gether.

———
ECONOMIC GROWTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
on a final matter, yesterday, the White
House hosted a ‘‘Made in America’”
showcase, featuring products that were
manufactured in each State, including
from Stoneware & Co., in my home
State, which makes the famous Louis-
ville stoneware Kkitchen and dining
sets.
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